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Newsletter 11th February 2022 
 
Dear parents and carers 
  
Thank you to everyone who met with their child’s class 
teacher in the All About Your Child meetings earlier this 
week. These meetings provide a vital ‘check in’ 
opportunity where you can find out how your child is 
progressing: socially, emotionally and academically. If 
you were not able to attend, please make contact via the 
year group email so you can receive some feedback. 
Please also let us know if you have any feedback about 
the meetings being held virtually via School Cloud. 
  
We hope that shortly we will be able to resume 
our  termly ‘Book Looks’ where we invite you in to school 
at pick up time to look at your child’s work in their 
classroom. These open-house events were an important 
way for parents and carers to feel engaged with their 
child’s learning so we are keen to restart them as soon 
as our Covid-19 risk assessment allows. 
  
I wish you all a lovely half term break. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

 

 

Children's Mental Health Week 

 

This week, the children have been learning about how 

they can have good mental health and 

who can support them if they are 

finding things difficult.  Each day the 

children have been participating in 

activities to improve their wellbeing 

including:  mindfulness colouring, 

extra time outside mixing with other children, paying 

each other compliments and breathing exercises.  Please 

take a look at your child's year group page to see more 

detail.   

At the end of the newsletter are some activities that you 

can do at home and suggestions of how to support your 

children with their mental wellbeing.    

Mrs White 

 

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

 
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 

nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 
and make a positive contribution to the world. 

 
Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term is ASPIRE.  
 

In our learning community we aim high, keep learning 
and developing. 

 

World Book Day 

We are currently in the process of 
planning a very exciting World Book 
Day that will include a visit from our 
Patron of Reading, Chrissie Sains. 
Mrs. Cullender and Chrissie have 
been working closely with 
illustrators and publishers to create fun, exciting and 
engaging tasks and workshops for the children. We want 
to remind parents and carers that they will not need to 
purchase any costumes for the children to dress up in. 
Children will have the opportunity to make their own 
props and character headbands in class, alongside their 
peers. We appreciate your support with this. 
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Skipping Week 
 
 
This week, we celebrated skipping week and had great 
fun getting the skipping ropes out in order to be active 
and practise our skills. This also linked to Children's 
Mental Health Week as we are all aware of the amazing 
benefits of exercise to our mental health. Why not get 
your ropes out over half term and see who in your family 
can skip for the longest time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safer Internet Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 8th February, for Safer Internet Day, our 
school participated in creative yet reflective tasks 
that explored how to be respectful online; these 
included the importance of having safe and positive 
relationships online, particularly when gaming. It was 
fantastic to see and hear how knowledgeable our 
children already are on staying safe and being sensible 
online. To support our parents and carers understanding 
too, Dave Smith (Senior Inspector and Online Safety 
Advisor) held two successful workshops sharing his top 
tips on how to keep our children safe online. We 
appreciate the support received from those who 
attended.  

Year 5 Freshwater Theatre Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday, year 5 had a visit from the Freshwater 
Theatre Company.  They went back in time to explore 
ancient Greece to bring their topic to life! 
 
Year 3 Roman Workshop 
 
Yesterday, all of the year 3 children took part in a Roman 
workshop. They found out about life during the Roman 
times, what the Emperors were like and activities that 
went on at the Amphitheatres; they also played some 
Roman games. The children were fascinated by the real 
Roman artefacts and some even tried on a proper metal 

helmet. 
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Year 2 Park Visit 
 
Year 2 LOVED their visit to the park. They had the 
opportunity to walk around and plot the different parts 
of the park onto a map. The children will then use their 
group maps to create their own individual ones. All the 
children were fantastic role models and represented 
Branfil incredibly well!  Well done Year Two! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Beech Library Visit 
 
2 Beech also thoroughly enjoyed  their visit to the library 
on Wednesday afternoon. They were lucky enough to 
pick a book 
each for the 
class using 
the school's 
library card. 
They aim to 
return them 
in a few 
weeks and 
change them 
for 
something 
new!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thames Chase 
 
A huge thank you to the fantastic group of volunteers 
from Thames Chase who came in on Thursday to help us 
make a start on further developing our Forest School 
area. Thames Chase are supporting us with clearing 
some overgrown areas of our grounds, which will 
provide us with far more space for our Forest School 
sessions. They will be coming back on further dates to 
continue with this project. We are so excited to see how 
it turns out!  
 
Excellence in the Arts Award 
 

Excellence in the Arts this week goes to Toby in 2 Holly. 
Nominated by Mr Edwards, Toby has been an 
outstanding musician for three weeks running. Toby has 
become quite the chime maestro and has been able to 
play everything Mr Edwards has given him! A true role 
model of Branfil, Toby has listened intently to 
instructions, shown remarkable concentration, and 
demonstrated an aspirational love for learning the art 
form. If Branfil were to have an orchestra, it would be 
truly lucky to have Toby as their showstopper! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, the Excellence in the Arts award went to two 
inspirational scrapbookers: Francesca and Ruby in 6 
Hornbeam. Together, they carefully curated the most 
intricate of designs. The two were meticulous; they 
talked at great length about how they chose 
complimentary stickers, colours, and tape to finesse 
each page. Miss Ansell was blown away at the 
sophistication of their choices - effortlessly contrasting 
patterns and even adorning their pages with wax seals. 

What's more, the girls' enthusiasm and love for creating 
lit up the hallway - what aspirational role models of 
Branfil! 
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Values Art Competition 
 
Winner of the Values Art competition is Izabella in 5 
Alder. With an illustrative twist, Izabella has created the 
sweetest of floral compositions. Her ability to 
produce such a show stopping creation on the smallest 
of canvases is a testament to Izabella's creativity.  Not 
only this, her attention to detail is aspirational - adding 
highlights to her floral design to add contrast and depth. 
Proof that small can be just as powerful: your art wowed 
us Izabella. We are waiting eagerly to see what mini-
masterpieces you create next. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Runners up: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next Values Art competition is…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inspired by the female artist, Cindy Sherman, Branfil 
needs you to: 

 Dress up as someone you aspire to (someone 
you know or someone famous). 

 Have someone take a photograph of you posing 
as that person; think of your composition and 
background. 

 Either email the photograph to 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk or bring the 
photograph to Miss Ansell by 28th February. 

 
T 
The Great British Bake Off 
 
Please find this leaflet attached at the back of the 
newsletter.  Applications for the 8th series of Junior Bake 
Off, a Channel 4 programme that celebrates the culinary 
talent and ambition of the younger generation in Britain, 
have opened.  They are looking for young budding 
bakers between 9-12 years old.  Filming would take 
place from July 2022.  Applications close on Sunday 
13th March 2022. Interested bakers can apply online at 
- www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
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Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their 
child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
 
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
 

 

Absent from School 

 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say your 

child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If you 

wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold 

on the line and your call will be answered.    Remember 

to arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any 

symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.  

 

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases 

Under government guidance, if your child tests positive 
for COVID-19 then they must remain off school and 
follow instructions from Track & Trace.  Please inform 
the school in the usual way, either by emailing 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephoning the 
school on 01708 225186 and pressing option 1 if you 
wish to leave a message. Please also email: 
covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
 

Twitter  

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see 
life at Branfil. 

 

School start time 

A reminder that the back and front gates are open 
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in 
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can 
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms. 

Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect 
it to still be open for you to go out that way. 

 

Remote Learning 

If your child tests positive for Covid and they are unwell, 
there are no expectations for them to engage in any 
schoolwork.  However, if your child does feel well 
enough to engage in remote learning, then please email 
your child’s teacher, via your year group email. 

Your email will be answered within the teacher’s 
working hours only. 

 
Milk at School 
 
Please be aware that, from January, we reinstated the 
offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.  
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for 
any pupil who requests it. 
 
 

 

 

Appointments should be made outside of 
school hours.  If it is not possible to arrange a 
medical appointment, including doctors, 
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments, 
outside the school day, please send a copy of 
your appointment by text or email to:  

 attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

This is necessary in order for the absence to 
be authorised.  Please email in advance of the 
appointment to ensure that the teacher is 
aware and your child/children are sent to the 
office ready for you to collect. 
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Donations of School Clothing 

Branfil are asking for donations of tracksuit bottoms, 

sweatshirt tops and socks – all sizes, from age 4 to 11 

please. 

If any of your children have grown out of their clothing, 

we would appreciate if you could donate it to the school 

to keep as spare clothing - preferably, black, navy or grey 

but we will accept any colour. 

Please hand in to the school office or to the class teacher 

in a bag labelled DONATIONS. Thank you  

 
Second Hand Uniform 
 
Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is 
open for socially distanced collections.  
You are able to purchase items of 
second hand uniform from  Suzanne 
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid 
friendly.  She asks that you text her 
your orders and she will then put the items in a box 
outside her house for collection.  Please message 
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary 
Preloved Uniform Facebook page. 
 

Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed and 

you think you may be eligible for Free 

School Meals please see the link below 

to apply.  If your child is in R or KS1, you 

do not currently pay for school meals, 

but the school would still be able to get 

funding if you apply for free school meals.  If your child 

is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of money 

if your child is entitled to free school meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and 
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off 
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the 
school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
31.01.2022 – 04.02.2022 
 
The Attendance Cup was won jointly by Ash 
and 1 Willow. 
 
 
 
07.02.2022 – 11.02.2022 
 
The Attendance Cup was won by 4 Rowan. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4th February 2022  
 
Ada-Rose, Sylvia, Ivy-Mae, Finley, 
Olivia, Charlie, Ronnie, Willow, 
Isabella, Henry, Nonso, Rosy, 
Harry, All of 4 Rowan, David, Eliza, 
Ruby, Daisy, Eleanor, Szofia and 
Maisie. 
 
 
 
11th February 2022  
 
William, Summer, Aisha, Milo, 
Stanley, Ivy, Bobby, all of 2 Beech, 
Willow, Paige, Ferne, Millie, 
Louie, Ben, Katie Scarlett, Evie, 
Oscar, Lilly Rose, Joseph, Mithil 
and Sian. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
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Happy Birthday! 
Amelia, Blake, Isla, Henry, Finley, Lyla, Reid, Savannah, 
Owen, Katie-Scarlett, Cherry, Chloe, Morgan, Teddy, 
Harry, Maisy, Gabriel, Olivia-Rose, Poppy, Noah, Bella, 
Ivy, Cezar, Fedor, Kayden, George, Vinnie, Lexi, Albie, 
Emily, Lilly-Rose, Ruby, Ruby and Issa. 
 
Dates for your Diary 

 
 

 
 

Monday, 14th  February – Friday, 18th  February 2022 Half Term Holiday 

Wednesday, 23rd February 2022 2 Holly visiting Upminster Library 

Thursday, 24th February 2022 Year 1 visit to Ingatestone Hall 

Thursday, 24th February 2022 2 Cedar visiting Upminster Library 

Thursday, 3rd March 2022 World Book Day 

Tuesday, 15th March 2022 Year 6 visiting Upminster Library 

Wednesday, 16th March 2022 1 Pine visiting Upminster Library 

Wednesday, 16th March 2022 Launch event for Walk Zone Project 

Thursday, 17th March 2022 1 Lime visiting Upminster Library 

W/b 21st - 27th March 2022 Virtual Dance Week 

Tuesday, 22nd March 2022 Year 5 visiting Upminster Library 

Wednesday, 23rd March 2022 4 Larch visiting Upminster Library 

Thursday, 24th March 2022 4 Birch visiting Upminster Library 

Tuesday, 29th March 2022 Year 3 visiting Upminster Library 

Wednesday, 30th March 2022 4 Rowan visiting Upminster Library 

Thursday, 31st March 2022 1 Willow visiting Upminster Library 

Monday, 4th  April – Monday, -18th  April 2022 Easter Holiday 

Tuesday, 19th  April 2022 INSET day 

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022 Year 6 SATs 

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022 Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre 

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022 Virtual Commonwealth Week 

Friday, 27th May 2022 INSET day 

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022 Half Term Holiday 

Monday, 27th June – Friday 1st July 2022 Virtual Rounders Week 

Thursday, 21st July 2022 School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday 

Friday, 22nd  July 2022 INSET day 

INSET DAYS 2022-2023 
 

Thursday, 1st September 2022 
Friday, 2nd September 2022 
Thursday, 5th January 2023 

Friday, 6th January 2023 
Monday, 17th January 2023 
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